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SUBJ: PRC CADRE'S VIEWS ON CAMBODIAN- VIETNAMESE CONFLICT 

1 . SZETO KEUNG, CHIEF REPORTER OF THE HSINHUA NEWS AGENCY 
HONG KONG BRANCH, TOLD CONGENOFF THIS WEEK HE SAW THREE 
POSSIBLE SCENARIOS FOR THE CAMBODIAN- VIETNAMESE CONFLICT: 

- A HARD VIETNAMESE LINE TOWARD CAMBODIA WITH VIETNAM 
LEANING FURTHER TO THE SOVIET SIDE, PERHAPS EVEN ALLOWING 
SOVIET USE OF CAM RANH BAY. SZETO IMPLIED THIS WOULD SEVERELY 
DAMAGE SINO-VIETNAMESE RELATIONS. 

- VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA WOULD AGREE TO SETTLE THE CONFLICT 
PEACEFULLY THROUGH TROOP WITHDRAWALS AND NEGOTIATIONS, 

LEADING TO A BORDER AGREEMENT. THIS IS THE OPTION CHINA 

IS PUSHING. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 HONG K 01273 271024Z 


- THE PRESENT CONFLICT COULD CONTINUE AT A LOW 
LEVEL WITH OCCASINAL FLAREUPS BUT WITH BOTH SIDES 
TALKING AND FIGHTING SIMULTANEOUSLY. 

2. ASKED WHICH SCENARIO HE FORESAW. SZETO SAID HE 
DID NOT WISH TO SPECULATE BUT INDICATED HE EXPECTED 
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THE THRID, WHICH HE SUMMED UP IN THE EXPRESSION 
"TA TA T'AN T'AN" (FIGHT, FIGHT, TALK, TALK). 

3. SZETO ALSO STATED THAT CHINA WAS ANXIOUS TO 
END THE CONFLICT BETWEEN TWO THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES 
SO AS NOT TP PERMIT THE ' SUPERPOWERS'' TO BENEFIT 
FROM THE SITUATION. WHILE HE SAW THE SOVIETS AS 
TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE FIGHTING TO "FISH IN TROUBLED 
WATERS" HE TERMED THE U.S. ATTITUDE AS ONE 
OF TAKING PLEASURE IN THE MISFORTUNE OF OTHERS. 
SHOESMITH 
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